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OVERVIEW 

On May 19, 2020 (7), the County of San Diego (County) Board of Supervisors (Board) directed 
the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) to assist persons experiencing homelessness by amending 
the County of San Diego Zoning Ordinance (Zoning Ordinance) to allow the County expanded 
opportunities for providing safe shelter and housing options. The Board directed the CAO to 
pursue permanent amendments to the Zoning Ordinance because requirements within the Zoning 
Ordinance do not allow alternatives to traditional shelters. Traditional shelters are typically large 
single buildings in which people are living in group settings with shared facilities, common 
sleeping areas, and little privacy. 

The direction included expanding the definition of "Emergency Shelters" to include alternative 
shelter types such as day shelter facilities, safe storage facilities, parking facilities (that are not an 
RV park or a mobile home park) and camping facilities receiving direct financial assistance from 
the County. The Board also directed the CAO to provide additional opportunities for the County 
to find shelter and housing solutions for individuals experiencing homelessness in the 
unincorporated area by: 

• Expanding the locations where County owned, operated, and leased emergency shelters
and transitional and supportive housing facilities can be placed in the unincorporated areas
of the county; and

• Authorizing the use of properties leased from the State of California (State) and the United
States Federal Government located in the unincorporated areas for emergency shelters.

On April 6, 2021 (6), the Board directed the CAO to seek input from the community, led by Health 
and Human Services Agency (HHSA) staff, to establish a framework for the appropriate siting of 
Emergency Shelters and transitional and supportive housing facilities. HHSA has developed a 
Location Framework (Attachment D) that demonstrates the four-step review process HHSA will 
take to identify, evaluate, and potentially site facilities and services allowable under the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance amendment. 
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